
 For 

most 

of us,         

car-

ing 

for 

our 

teeth and gums has been part 

of our daily routine for as 

long as we can remember.  

Just like you, your pet needs 

dental care, tooñregular, 

professional care from your 

veterinarian and effective 

daily home care from you to 

keep your petõs mouth 

healthy. Plaque is a colorless 

film that  contains large 

amounts of bacteria.   

If left unchecked, plaque 

builds up, creating           

infections,  destroying gums 

and resulting in the loss of 

the tissues and bone that 

support the teeth. 

All pets are at risk for            

developing dental problems. 

Once your pet displays any 

of the warning signs below, 

serious periodontal disease 

may be  present. 

- Bad breath 

- Yellow brown crust on 

teeth 

- Bleeding gums 

- Change of chewing or     

eating habits 
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cleaning.  

(offer good 2/1/10 - 2/28/10)  

Itõs important to remember 

that your pet needs regular 

dental care, just like we do.  

Dental cleanings are             

recommended for humans 

every 6 months.   

Depending on your dogõs age, 

diet and general health,          

cleanings will vary.  Toy and 

small breed dogs tend to have 

higher incidences of          

periodontal disease than    

larger breed dogs.   

 

Call us now to schedule an  

appointment to get your 

petõs teeth in tip top        

condition!  

February 

is        

National 

Pet Dental 

Health Month.                  

San Antonio Animal      

Hospital is offering a dental 

health month special -  $15 

savings on your petõs dental  

- Tooth loss 

- Change in behavior 

- Abnormal drooling  

Contributing factors to     

periodontal disease include: 

poor oral hygiene, breed and 

age.  Ignoring the condition 

of your petõs mouth can lead 

to periodontal disease, tooth 

loss and other serious health   

problems, such as heart, liver 

and kidney failure.  

 

Continued 

on  

page 2                             
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Poisonous Substance -  Acetaminophen 

  Pets Need Dental Care Too!  (continued from page 1) 

If you suspect your cat has      
ingested one of these 

products, contact your 
veterinarian immediately!  

 
  

Information provided by: 
ASPCA Poison Control   

One 500mg Tylenol tablet 
can kill a cat!   

 
Clinical signs 

of         

Acetaminophen toxicity 

can occur in just a few 

hours and include:        

depression, weakness,  

lethargy, cyanosis,      

If you suspect your 

pet has ingested a 

dangerous          

substance, contact 

your  veterinarian 

immediately! 

vomiting, swelling of the 

face and or paws and    

possibly death.  

 
 

Remember, 
many       

medications 
include  
Acetaminophen.   

Steps to better oral care  

include a visit to your     

veterinarian.  Every regular 

exam in our hospital       

includes a thorough dental 

exam.  If we find signs of 

disease, we will                 

recommend a treatment 

plan including a dental 

cleaning.  This procedure is 

very much like the teeth 

cleaning you receive at your 

dentistõs office.  The main        

difference is the need to use    

anesthesia to be able to 

clean your petõs teeth.  

 
Plaque should be removed 

from your petõs teeth every 

day before it mineralizes 

into tartar.  

Brushing your petõs teeth or 

feeding a  dental food each 

day will control plaque 

buildup.      

 

Be sure the dental food you 

use offers total balanced     

nutrition for whole health.   

 

Periodontal disease can be      

prevented in most pets 

through professional and  

daily home care. 

  

 Start a preventive program of 

veterinarian- supervised dental 

care today!  

 

February is National Pet    

Dental Health month.  

 

 Save $15 on your petõs dental 

cleaning.                 

Offer expires 2/28/10.    

Periodontal disease is more  

common in smaller breed 

dogs and  certain breeds of 

cats.   

Periodontal disease is also 

more common as pets grow 

older.   

Excellent oral care is      

maintained by daily oral 

hygiene, whether by   

brushing or by chewing.    

Feeding a  

dental food, 

like Hillõs T/D, 

is a great way 

to ensure 

healthy teeth.  

Inspect your petõs mouth 

regularly.  Never brush your 

petõs teeth with human 

toothpaste!  

Specially 
formulated 
pet tooth-

paste is  
available 

from your veterinarian or 
your local pet supply store.          
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I got to  go 

home for the 

weekend of 

Christmas (I 

wonõt men-

tion with 

whom) and  

wanted to 

share my observations.  The 

òhouseguestsó kept taunting 

me with bizarre little dangling 

things.  They dined on lavish 

meats and continued to feed 

me dry nuggets. (I missed 

stealing bits of Dr. Hooksõ 

lunch).  During the assembly 

of the people one night, I was 

put into solitary confinement. 

I could still hear the noises and 

smell the food.  I overheard 

that I was locked away due to 

òallergiesó.  I must learn what 

this is and use it to my          

advantage in the future.    

 

I tried to entertain the guests 

and get attention from them 

by winding myself around 

their feet as they walked, but 

they didnõt seem to appreciate 

it.  The dog of the house     

received special privileges    

including being let outside 

several times a day.  He was 

also given pieces of their     

delectable feasts each night.  

 

The bird is obviously a snitch. 

She jabbered away at the 

houseguests and Iõm sure she 

told them I was the one that 

pulled the tinsel off the tree  

and sharpened my claws on the 

leather purse of that lady with 

the wig.  She has a special place 

to live which was too high for 

me to get to her to òask her 

Hereõs a great idea to keep the kids, or your-
self, busy and make a nice homemade gift 

for     someone special.  (Valentines Day and 
Motherõs Day are just around the corner)  

 Items youõll need:   
1 small cat food can 
piece of fabric 8ó x  8ó 

handful of polyfil or cotton balls 
                                 small piece of gift wrap or decorative paper    

                                   double stick tape, hot glue & scissors 
 

1. carefully remove label from clean can 
2. trace label onto your piece of decorative paper 

3. attach paper to can with double sided tape 
4. place Polyfil/cotton balls in center of fabric gathering into a 

ball shape 
5. line inside rim of can with hot glue, insert fabric ball with raw 

edges down 
6. tuck in fabric until taut, add pins.  

 

Kids Craft Idea Using          

Cat Food Cans 

Mac 

nicelyó to keep a 

secret.   

 

Iõm back at San    

Antonio Animal 

Hospital now and 

life is as is should be 

once again.   

I hope everyone 

had safe and happy 

holidays!  

 

 
Until next monthé 

 

Mac    

Just For Fun 
 

 



San Antonio   
Animal Hospital                
PO Box 237                        
San Antonio FL 33576 

Visit our website:  
www.sanantoniovets.com 

5 Reasons Your Dog Shouldnõt Ride In The Back Of Your Pick Up Truck 
We all see dogs travelling in the back of pick up trucks, but in terms of dog 

safety, this is incredibly dangerous! 
 

Here are 5 reasons to keep your dog out of the back of your truck. 
 

1. Sitting in the back of the truck, exposed to the sun, your dog can     
overheat and suffer heatstroke. 

 
2. You may think the breeze is refreshing but the debris carried in the wind 
-  such as dirt, plant seeds and insects can become lodged in your dogõs eyes, 

nose and throat.  Small stones can also be thrown up from other cars,       
injuring your dog. 

 
3. Many trucks have a metal floor and the sun can quickly heat it up and blister your dogõs paws.  

 
4. If your dog is unrestrained, a quick swerve or stop could throw your dog from the truck.  If you pet is restrained, a similar 

incident could leave your dog hanging or being dragged by the truck. 
 

5.  If your truck bed has a cover on it, putting your dog under it is like putting the dog in a car with the windows rolled up tight.  
The temperature can rise very quickly. 

 
If you travel with your dog and canõt keep him in the cab, invest in a covered dog crate and    

securely fasten it in the back of the truck.  


